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Greetings In The Lord...Pastor Doug Stockton 

As the heat of summer continues, many of us have found water-based recreation useful and fun in our 
effort to stay cool. That’s one of the things I like best about going to Lakeside, Ohio every year for Annual 
Conference. Linda and stay with her sister and her husband at their home on the lake. And best of all, they have a 
boat they often take us in to visit some of the surrounding islands, like Put-in-Bay and Kelleys Island. I love to 
listen to the waves and even to feel the spray of the water.  

Thinking of this also makes me think about the many times that boats and ships are mentioned in the 
Bible, like the time Jesus preached from a boat to the people on the shore, or the time when the disciples’ boat 
was hit by a powerful storm and Jesus was asleep in the back of the boat. Maybe it was this story in which Jesus 
awoke and calmed the seas that helped boats and ships to become Christian symbols for the church. The church 
is the ship in which Christians sail the rough seas of life. 

Historically speaking, an early document telling how to build churches gave the order that the church 
building should by “oblong, toward the east, like a ship.” In addition, the inside of an ancient Gothic church looks 
like a ship turned upside-down. Also, the word ‘nave,’ which is the name given to the main part of the church 
building where the congregation sits, comes from the Latin word ‘navis,’ which means ship. 

It really shouldn’t surprise us then, that many of the words and phrases we use to describe various 
aspects of the church and its ministries contain the word ‘ship’ in them. Just think how many different ‘ships’ play 
an important role in the church. There is Christ’s Lordship, fellowship, discipleship, friendship evangelism, 
worship, and stewardship to name a few. 

With this in mind, during the month of September here at Bethel UM Church, I will be preaching a new 
sermon series entitled, “The Great Ships of Faith.” You’ll want to be here Sundays for each of the sermons in this 
uplifting series: 

September   3 “Lordship in Communion” 
September 10 “Committed Discipleship” 
September 17 “Trust and Obey Stewardship” 
September 24 “God Pleasing Worship” 

Remember what I always say: “Miss a Sunday. Miss a Lot.” I hope and pray that you will join us each 
Sunday as we take our cruise on these various ships of faith and God says to all of us, “Welcome Aboard.” 

 
We Serve Christ Together, 
 
Pastor Doug Stockton 
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Behind the Guitar …. Pastor Steve Fultz 
 
Luke 8: 14 “The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on 
their way they are choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature.” 
(NIV)  

 
I was going through my email, and I realized, “Man…I’ve got to clean them out!”  I have 26,700 

of them and you know they aren’t all worth saving.  I did the same thing with my voice mails.  I had 20 or so I 
wanted to keep and Verizon decided to clear them all out.  (They did let me know ahead of time, but I kept 
putting off to record them to keep…palm slap to the forehead!)  Of course, you want to keep the most important 
ones, those from friends who may be encouraging you in a tough season, love letters that are emailed from 
family, messages sent that are funny, business emails, and so on.  We get weighed down by it all and can get 
overcome with it, so we don’t do anything. 

It’s similar in our walk with Jesus.  The scripture above is connected to a section where Jesus is explaining 
about the Word of God and using the seed as a teaching tool.  God’s Word is taken in by those who hear, but 
they never act on it.  They hear it and go on their way because they have other things keeping them 
busy...school, jobs, families, vacations, weekends…they are just too busy to really focus on what God has for 
them.  They’d like to understand His Word more, but something else keeps getting in the way, so they run out of 
time. 

I was talking to Freda Mooney recently.  We were talking about old times, when we were both young and 
had no cares in the world, no obligations other than the chores we had to do.  I remember that when I had a 
chance, and wasn’t playing with friends or tramping about in the woods, I’d lay out on the ground and watch the 
sky.  Maybe a couple of us would try to figure out what a cloud looked like or watch the birds fly over.  Perhaps 
you did the same.  But, lying there by myself I’d think about God and Heaven.  Same thing at night when I looked 
out at the stars.  I’d wonder just how big God must be to create the expanse of the heavens and earth, to make 
me and all the things around me.  See, I had time to focus on Him. 

We need to find that time again.  Our lives have sometimes been overwhelmed by the things around us, 
things that are important for sure, still they are things that distract us from the Word of God.  As I’ve said before, 
we need to get disciplined with reading His Word, and it is the same as getting started with any exercise…start 
off easy but steady.  Maybe read for only ten minutes, or a chapter or so a day, before you work your way up to 
larger sections.  Start small and think about what you’ve read.  If possible, buy a good commentary or study guide 
that will help you through some tougher segments.  Just try not to let life get in the way of drawing closer to God. 
His Word is His special letter to you, and, unlike those emails, you absolutely want to hold on to every single 
Word.  God bless. 

 
 

Leadership Planning Retreat 
 
A leadership Planning Retreat is scheduled for Church Staff and Church 
Committee chairs on the 9th of September from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 
the church.  Lunch will be provided by the Kitchen of Hope.  Committee 
Chairs are asked to come with proposed 2018 calendars for their respective 
committees.  Pastor Doug will provide leadership training for the first half of 
the day. 
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J.D. Young - Assistant Pastor of Family Life Ministry  
 

Children’s Ministry 
          During the month of September, we will learn just how much God desires a 

relationship with us. After all, that’s why He created us in the first place!  When we 

sinned and broke that relationship, God continued to pursue us. God sacrificed His only 

Son to make it possible for us to have a relationship with Him again.  

Jesus demonstrated friendship in the most generous way possible. He showed us 

the greatest love when He laid down His life for His friends. He went to the cross, not on principle or for a cause, 

but because of love and wanting to be with us forever.  Here is what we will learn from Jesus about friendship: 

● Friends love one another. 

● Friends accept one another. 

● Friends forgive one another. 

● Friends encourage one another. 

The memory verse for this month comes from Proverbs 17:17, 

which says:  “A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when 

trouble comes.”  

Don’t forget to visit http://studio252.tv, where you will discover interactive ways for you to bring 

Sunday’s lesson home.  Each week a new section of the website is unlocked, so you can stay current with what 

we are learning on Sunday mornings!! 
 

Help Needed: We hope to offer Pioneer Club/X again 

this year for the children of our church and community. 

This mid-week Vacation Bible School type event reinforces 

what was taught on Sunday morning.  Each week centers 

around worship, Bible lesson, small groups, and gym 

games.  This weekly program is only possible with the help 

and support of volunteers.  If you have enjoyed 

participating in V.B.S. as a volunteer, you will feel right at 

home for Pioneer Club/X.  Please contact J.D. Young or Allyson Moorman if you wish to help.  Areas of help 

include: worship leading, small group chaperone, and gym games.  We are trusting God to provide enough 

volunteers to launch Pioneer Club/FX on Wednesday nights starting October 4, 2017 from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 

Youth and Young Adults 
The Bible is the best selling book of all time.  Why?  What makes it better than other 

books?  How do we know it’s reliable?  Why do people place so much weight in what it 
says?  Starting the 10th of September, we will begin a new series for The 314 Life.  For 

three weeks we will answer some of the most popular questions about the Bible, as we 

seek its proper place in our lives today. 
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            Jr. High Small Groups: “Prime Time” begins 

Sunday, September 17, 2017, from 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Each week we will spend time growing together as a group. 

This is accomplished through grabbing lunch as a group, or 

even making it ourselves at church.  We will also have fun 

games in the gym, do scavenger hunts, or support a mission 

affiliated with the church.  This is a tremendous way for your 7th and 8th graders to connect with their peers in 

the church, something that will truly benefit them for years to come.  Youth are encouraged, not expected, to 

provide $5 each week to go towards lunch. 

High School Small Groups:  “Flip Side” begins Sunday, September 17, 2017, from 6:00 p.m. - 8:15 

p.m.  Each Sunday night we will have food, fun and fellowship.  We will also spend time discussing the lesson 

taught on Sunday morning during The 314 Life.  This is a great opportunity for your high school student to carry 

what they’ve learned on Sunday into the upcoming week. 

Young Adult/College Aged Small Groups:  The Young Adult Small Group will begin meeting on 

Monday, the 18th of September, from 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  We meet at the Young’s house, 3316 VicJoy Dr., 

Bethel.  We will be studying the book of Jonah while enjoying a meal and fellowship.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Hour of Prayer 

         If you have not had time to put your loved one’s name on the list of the Military members, you can still do 

that.  Please call Nola Camery at 734-2667 and the names will be added.  Or you can put the name on the list 

yourself in the Chapel near the piano.  We pray for each name every Tuesday during the Hour of Prayer.  

 

Christmas Cantata Practice  

       The Community Choir will begin practice for the Christmas musical on Thursday, September 21, at 7:30 p.m. 

Anyone who likes to sing is welcome.  We will give you a CD with your part (soprano, alto, tenor or bass) to help 

you learn the music.  We especially need tenors and basses!   Regular choir practice will start again on September 

7 at 6:30 p.m.  Please consider joining our music ministry! 

 
Stewardship Report  

 I am very happy and excited to report that our current fund is steadily rebuilding due to your generous 
support of BUMC.  At the end of July, the current fund balance was $48,011.  To provide you with further good 
news, our giving through the end of July was $265,207 vs our budgeted need of $259,451.  Therefore, you can 
see we are currently meeting and exceeding our budgeted need.  What an awesome God we serve and what an 
awesome congregation we have at BUMC. 

It is time for the staff and committee chairs to submit their budget requests for 2018.  Please have that 
information turned in to Vicki in the church office no later than Tuesday, September 12, 2017. 

If you have questions or suggestions for the Finance Committee, please contact Debby Redden at 
513-257-7709 (10:30 a.m. service).    We truly appreciate your prayers, your gifts and your tithes.  God Bless! 
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Blessings to you all, 
       We would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards and calls as our Mary Ann entered the gates of 
Heaven.  Thank you for your support and love during these difficult days.  We would like to thank Pastor Steve for 
sharing the message during MaryAnn’s Memorial Service. Thanks to the choir for coming to lift your voices, Irina 
for her inspired music, and to Linda Millman and everyone else who helped provide the luncheon afterwards. 
What a beautiful service it was.  Our church family means so much to us.  
 

Gordon Dickerson and families  
 
 

Thanks to all who donated blood on the blood drive in June.  Here’s the feedback they sent us: 
“Thank you for all the work you did on your June 21st blood drive.  Below are the results: 

· 31 registered 
· 21 units collected 
· 63 lives potentially saved! 

Not a huge drive but a good result for a summer drive in a small town.  Pastor Steve does a GREAT job as 
a coordinator.  Again, thank you for your help and support of the need for lifesaving blood products in our 
community.” 

Liz Gantzer, Blood Donor Recruiter 
Hoxworth Blood Center 

You all turned out and made for a very good blood drive.  May you walk in joy of giving to the cause. 
Pastor Steve 

 
 

Louise Hirschauer wanted to make sure that her Secret Pal was thanked.  She truly appreciates the 
thoughtfulness and occasional gifts that are mysteriously dropped off to her.  Brenda Sims is also trying to figure 
out her Secret Pal and has some guesses, but I won’t tell.  Sometimes it’s the little things in life that make big 
impressions.  

 If you are a Secret Pal to one of our Shut-ins, thank you for your care.  If you didn’t sign up, that doesn’t 
mean you can’t still do something for someone who is getting along in life.  It may be a person in church, but it 
could also mean your neighbor, a family member, or a person you just met in the store that needs your help for 
that moment.  Jesus didn’t want us to be islands, separate from all other people.  We are to be in community and 
sharing with one another.  Be His servant and share His love with others. 
 

Thank you, 
Pastor Steve 
 

Thanks to all who came together in prayer for our schools, children, teachers and administration.  
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W o w  God! 
My family was in financial straits.  We needed to sell our house and buy something more affordable.  I 

prayed for months and  months but nothing happened.  Finally, a house came up for sale...a home that had been 
in my family that I have very fond memories in.  We purchased that home and are so happy that He made us 
wait.  

Anonymous 
 

I got angry each time I saw a specific presidential candidate on TV.   This person really angered me.   And 
then it occurred to me...God loves this person just as much as He loves me and everyone else. 

Anonymous 
 

When I was 14 weeks pregnant I had a partial abruption of the placenta leading to a very large clot 
(4x3cm) next to my son. He was okay with a strong heartbeat and lots of movement. I was told several times that 
I could lose him and to take it day by day. I was terrified. I prayed every day that by my next ultrasound in 4 
weeks, that the clot be completely gone. Three weeks later I had an ultrasound and the clot was unchanged. 
Truthfully, I was disappointed. The next week I had my scheduled high-resolution ultrasound and to the doctor’s 
surprise, the clot was completely gone and my son was doing great. God is great! I had prayed specifically that 
the clot be gone in four weeks, not three, and it was. Now we have a healthy, full term, three-month-old, and 
praise God daily for him. 

Bethany and Josiah Johnson 
 

A “Girl's Day” at The Shepherd's Place was on the calendar and I got there early to help set-up.  Nadine 
explained that the items she needed were more than she budgeted for (by about $100); but God told her He 
would take care of it, so she bought them and went on her way.  Shortly after the program began, Nola Camery 
came in and I went to greet her.  In Nola's hand was $100 that a stranger had handed her as she was entering 
TSP.  He told Nola that he had a feeling from God that he was supposed to give the money to "whoever ran that 
place."  Had Nola not been running a bit late, she would not have encountered this generous fellow. 

Kim Dahlheimer 
 

I knew someone who was in a serious relationship heading toward marriage, but she had an intuitive 

sense that something wasn’t right.  She was having trouble breaking it off since she couldn’t point to anything 

specific to explain the breakup.  I told her about my experience of God answering my prayers to make it clear if I 
should breakup with a boyfriend. She decided to pray for clarity and guidance.  No exaggeration, within one 

week, she got her answer.  Her boyfriend got so drunk he nearly died from alcohol poisoning.  

We will always be able to praise God for answers to prayers in which we seek God’s will.  

Linda Stockton 
 

I had a coworker friend who was ill and had been at a couple different hospitals (known by her as 

"Hawaii" and "the Bahamas").   God stopped me one night and I knew I could not leave the house without calling 

her.  She said she may be moving to Drake rehab facility and jokingly said, "I wonder where I'll be tomorrow." 

Sadly, she died that night.  I was happy I called her that evening because I knew the regret I would have felt.  But, 

I also knew she was somewhere so much better than Jamaica or the Bahamas. 

Krystal Haney 
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W o w  God! (Cont’d.) 
 
When planning Vacation Bible School for the summer of 2014, we decided that we would take a monetary 

offering for the first time in several years and we had a goal of $625.00...enough money to sponsor one child in a 
Haitian school for one school year.  The week started off slowly.  We set up a race between the boys and girls and 
had a large visual displayed in the sanctuary that let the kids know how they were doing.  At the beginning of the 
week, we contemplated what we would do if we were short; but God proved we should never doubt.  By the end of 
VBS on Friday, the children had brought in enough donations to sponsor not just one, but multiple children in 
Haiti. 

Krystal Haney  
 

Recently, Lisa and I loaded the girls up into my truck to go visit my mom in Kenwood.   We noticed a 
heavy rubbing/grinding sound coming from one of our tires.  We went back and swapped cars and went on our 
way.  Later, I took the truck over to my father-in-law to look at it.  While investigating the tire, we discovered 
brake fluid dripping heavily from the front of the truck.  It turned out the brake line was completely rusted out and 
was so frail it literally crumbled between our fingers.  We fixed that and turned our attention back to the main 
issue.  We soon discovered the noise was a piece of metal grinding on the wheel, which eventually smoothed itself. 
Had that piece of metal not been grinding, we would have kept driving.  The brake line that broke in my 
father-in-law's garage, would have crumbled on Route 133, Route 32 or I-275.  My entire family could have been 
in a truck without brakes, but God kept us safe. 

J.D. Young 
 

Thank you God for keeping us safe and bringing us together for another Sunday service.  You protected us 
from things we don't even know about and we can continue to focus our energy on loving each other.  You are 
awesome! 

Anonymous 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

Missions Committee Update 
It is truly heartwarming to witness the generosity of our congregation when it 

comes to supporting missions. 
Once again you have  made our  Operation Christmas Child collection 

successful.  At this time 51 boxes have been brought in.  The money donations of nearly 
$700 will also support this mission.  The boxes will not be taken to a collection site until 
the first of November.  Boxes may be brought in until that time.  Our goal of donating 
more than 100 boxes is still possible. 

Festival of Sharing donations are being brought in at this time.  It is our hope to 
donate 100 school bags that can be sent world wide and 22 cleaning buckets that will be used in the U. S.  The 
Christmas boxes, school bags, and cleaning buckets will be blessed at the Sept 10, 2017 church service. 
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   You’re Invited! 
 
Who: All men of the church 
When: 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 9, 2017 
Where: Frisch’s 
RSVP: Please write your name on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 

so we know how many tables we will need. 
 
 
 

 
 

What: Ladies Luncheon 
Who: Women of the church 
When: 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, September 7, 2017 
Where: Laurel United Methodist Church 
RSVP: Please write your name on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. 
The women of Laurel UMC ask that you come prepared to share something about 
your first school experience. 

 
            Ladies, join us for dinner on Monday, September 11, 2017, at Bob Evans in 

Amelia.  This is our first women's event since Doug and Linda have come to our 

church and we would like to take the opportunity to welcome Linda.  The dinner will 

be at 6:00 p.m.  

            Please sign up on the sign up board in the lobby so we can let Bob Evans 

know how many to expect.  We hope to see you there! 

 

 
            Ladies, are you loving well?  We all deal with people who are a 
joy to love and those who are difficult to love.  
            Come join us for a fun-filled weekend as we learn to "LOVE 
WELL."  This year's Women's Retreat is a weekend you won't want to 
miss.  Through video we will hear from best-selling author and teacher, 
Beth Moore, about how to love more deeply...more like Jesus.  
The retreat will be November 4, 5, & 6. Mark your calendar!  Watch for 
more details in the coming weeks! 
 

 
            We will host a flu shot clinic probably in the Multi-Purpose room Sunday 
morning, the 10th of September, during the morning services starting at 9:00 
a.m.   Most insurance companies will cover the shots, so bring your medical 
cards or you may pay in cash.  We are pleased that Alisha Hundley, from 
Meijer’s, is able to make this available for our convenience. 
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You’re Invited!(Cont’d.) 

 
             On Sunday, the 17th of September, BUMC will hold a Ministry Fair.  A 
Ministry Fair is similar to a job fair or a health fair, but instead of booths 
representing employers or health vendors, the representatives at the booths 
will promote the various church ministries at BUMC.  
            Stop by the multi-purpose room following either service and peruse 
the various opportunities to be in ministry for our Lord Jesus Christ.  Ask 
questions about their focus or purpose, when and how often they meet, the 
nature of the work involved, or anything else you want to know.  

            Then prayerfully consider in which ministry you will practice stewardship by sharing your gifts of time and 
talent.  Many of our members report growing in faith through their involvement in these ministries and 
developing dear friendships through their interactions with others working for the same goal. 

 
Fun-N-Fellowship 

Did you miss Family Fishing Day?  We invite 
you and your family to attend Family Fishing Day 2.0, 
which will be held once again at the Freudenberger 
pond (2066 Canter Rd. Bethel).  The event will be held 
the 16th of September from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Food and drinks are provided, please provide your 
own fishing equipment, bait and lawn chairs. 
 
 

           Mark your calendars for this year’s tailgate party on September 24, 2017. 
The “Make the Right Call” bags will be distributed on the 17th of September. 
The donations and votes from this event will be divided between the Pastor’s 
Discretionary Fund and World Vision.  This is the second year for purchasing pigs 
to help support struggling families in their fight to break free from poverty. 
            Men be ready to bring your favorite tailgate food.  Last year we ate 
sandwiches, dips, chili, wings, and so much more.  Ladies get out your favorite 
recipe.  The aprons are waiting for two new additions.  We have moved the date 
forward in the hope that we will be able to enjoy activities outside.  It is our plan 
to have the game of the week on a large screen outside as well.  

 
            On Monday, September 11, we would like to encourage you to join us for a 
time of prayer for our church and nation.  We’ll have three opportunities for you to 
come and lift up your prayers in the sanctuary.  They are:  7:00 - 9:00 a.m.; 11:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m.; and 5:00 -7:00 p.m.  You may come and go as you wish and need not 
stay the whole time.  We’ll also have a signup sheet in the lobby so you can designate 
the time you wish to set aside to pray.  Whether you pray at the church or wherever 
you are, please be active in the prayer life of the church. 
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September 
1 Ken & Ellie Bailey 
2 Kenny & Debby Bailey 
3 Helen Baker 
4 Lonnie, Lee Ann, & Carson Barker, Allison, 

Kaiden Balzhiser 
5 Joey, Fallon, Braydin & Tiffany Barnes 
6 Brad & Jillian Barnett 
7 Joshua, Kimberly & Jessica Barth 
8 Brian, Amy, Jaden & Bailey Battista 
9 Lamont & Teresa Baudendistel 
10 Greg & Sandy Bauer 
11 Gary & Kathy Beach 

12 Bonnie Beckelhymer 
13 Justin, Amber & Lucas Beckelhymer 
14 Ben & Beth Beighle 
15 Lawrence Bennett 
16 Rhonda Bennett 
17 Danny, Lillian Bennington 
18 Linda Bentley 
19 Glenn, Becky, Zachary, Ryan & Nathan Beyer 
20 Bill & Janet Bick 
21 Devon, Casey, Shelby & David Blankenship 
22 Bonnie & Dwight Bogart 
23 Ryan & Betsy Boggs 
24 Roy, Connie & Linda Bolar 
25 Lee & Brenda Braden 
26 David Brannock 
27 James & Pat Brannock 
28 Mike Brannock 
29 Eric, Tina, Caleb, Jacob & Morgan Brink 
30 Charlotte & Colton Broach 

 

Happy  September  Birthdays!!
  
 1 John Tyler Simmons 
 2 Jim Ast, Daniel Hennemann, Richard Hill, 

Ryland Rettinger 
 3 Dennis Ellis, June Higgins, Gabe Humphrey 
 4 Tina Zahlen, Madelyn Northern, Louise 

Hirschauer 
 5 Tyler McClanahan 
 6 Anne Fox, David Warren, James Stockton 
 7 Marsha Mundy, Tiffanie Carlson, Sandy 

Wiechel 
 8 Cade Heflin, Martha Meddings, Elaine Ellis 
 9 Glen Dreher, Randy Stamps, Ashleigh 

Lipscomb 
10 Jennifer Bryant, Madison Simmons, Jim Allen 
11 Paul Parlier, Steve Dahlheimer, Andy 

Franckhauser, Richie Hill, Fallon Barnes, Ben 
Bowen 

12 Mariem White, Jon Davidson, Joelle Hebbard, 
Molly Moorhead 

13 Butch Tomamichel 
14 Caleb Bastin, Alyssa Courts, Josh Meeks 
 

 
15 Lucas Little 
16 Krista Lung Martin, Chris Taylor, Krystal 

Haney,   Derrick Anderson, Emma Wetzel 
17 Steve McClung, Greg Raleigh 
18 Cale Baudendistel, Cara Cumby 
19 Dick Smith, Carol Amrine, Paul Schlechty, 

Victoria Banks, Caitlyn Fox 
20 Teresa Pelfrey, Dennis Sand, Holly Broemsen 
21 Katie Menard, Betty DeBord, Michel Lovely 
22 Pauline Gardner, Mildred McIntyre, James 

Dick, Griffin Davis, Carson Barker, Georgia 
Brown 

23 Brittany Brannock, Dustin Nimmo, Sharon 
Ausman, Thomas Moore, Anna Riedel 

24 Lisa Singler 
25 Sarah Clayton, Karen Roeper 
26 Marie Pelfrey, Taylor Gelter 
27 Paul Rose, Emily Gregory, Brenden Hacker, 

Malakai Moermond 
28 Roger Holland, Larry Harlow, Austin Haney, 

Cassie Anderson, Olivia Little 
29 Russell Hacker 
  30 William Bick, Julia Jenike, Marissa Jenike, 

Rebecca Luke, Matt Taylor, Blake McCloud 
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SEPTEMBER 
 1 Gilbert & Joyce McKee 
 2 Jim & Barbara Richter 
 Jason & Dawn Lang 

Terry & Carolyn Holland 
Charles & Sherry Napier 

 3 Ralph & Pauline Harmon 
 4 Randy & Bree Benjamin 
 5 Rob & Krystal Haney 
 Ed & Melanie Duncan 
11 Charles & Heather Foster 
13 Timothy & Sarah Smith 
14 Scott & Kathy Sutherland  
15 Greg & Sandy Bauer 
16 Chris & Amy Taylor 
17 Gabe & Amy Humphrey 

Jeff & Mary Smith 
18 Paul & Anna Schlechty 
20 Timothy & Shawna Paul 
21 Jim & Kim Combs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Relationships 

by God’s Design  
 

The current divorce 

rate is 40-50%.  But did you 

know that couples who pray 

together at least four times per week have a divorce 

rate of less than 1%?  It doesn’t matter if it’s grace 

before a meal or reading a written prayer together. 

It can even be praying silently together.  Consider, 

though, how blessed your spouse would feel to hear 

you thank God for bringing the two of you together 

or for specific things you appreciate.  Doug and I 
found that it helped to pray for God’s wisdom before 

we started a discussion that could early turn into an 

argument. 

Don’t know how to start?  Perhaps you could 

each read aloud one prayer from Stormie 

O’Martian’s books, The Power of a Praying Wife, and 

The Power of a Praying Husband.  

But why stop there?  Why not pray for your 

children and grandchildren?  Stormie O’Martian also 

wrote, The Power of a Praying Parent, and The 

Power of a Praying Grandparent.  Remember, you 

may be the only person praying regularly for them. 

Singles can pray for their future spouse, if 
that is the desire of their heart.  Before Doug and I 
met, a friend of mine gave me a book, Prayers That 

Avail Much to Women.  In it was a prayer for finding 

“Mr. Perfect” that basically involved submitting to 

God’s sovereignty in knowing who is perfect (for 

you).  Also, if you were in a previous relationship and 

have not healed from emotional wounds, pray for 

God to heal your heart and help you forgive the 

offender so that you are ready to receive the gift He 

wants to give you. 

 

Linda J. Stockton LPCC 
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