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Greetings in the Lord, 
 

When I was in high school, I told a friend 
of mine on the football team that I liked one of 
the cheerleaders who I had never met. He told 
me that he knew her and would introduce me to 
her sometime. A few days later, my teammate 
and I were walking though the gym when we saw 
this young lady coming toward us from the other 
end of the gym. As soon as he told me he was 
going to introduce us right then and there, I got 
cold feet. I started sweating and my heart started 
pounding. I said that now was not a good time. 
But as soon as we reached her, he said loudly, 
“Doug, this is Ellen. Ellen, this is Doug. Enjoy!” As 
I turned beet red, he turned to me, shrugged his 
shoulders, and said, “What are friends for?” 

He may have been a little confused about 
what friends are for, but he’s not alone. We 
probably all would come up with somewhat 
different answers to that question. The Bible has 
a lot to say about friendship. Proverbs 17:17 tells 
us that friends love at all times. And John 15:13 
says that the greatest love that we can have for 
our friends is to give our life for them. 

During the month of October, we will be 
looking closely at these and other scriptures as I 
will be preaching a new sermon series entitled, 
“What Are Friends For?” In addition to helping us 
to learn biblically how to be better friends, these 
sermons will also build to the last Sunday in the 
month, which will be our “Friend Sunday” on  
October 29, 2017. I’m asking everyone to pray  

about who you will invite to be here on that  
Sunday, perhaps friends, family, neighbors, 
coworkers, classmates, and others who are not 
currently going to church anywhere. Also on that 
Sunday, I will be preaching a special sermon on 
how they can becomes friends with God. 
 Remember what I always say: miss a  
Sunday, miss a lot. So, you’ll want to be here 
Sundays for each of the sermons in this uplifting 
series: 

 
 October   8 “Two Kinds of Friends” 

 October 15 “The Single Greatest Gift” 

 October 22 “Living in 3-D” 

 October 29 “How to be God’s Friend” 
 

 I hope and pray that you’ll not only 
attend each Sunday, but that you’ll also invite 
your friends on “Friend Sunday,” October 29, 
2017. To assist you in inviting them, we’ll be 
providing special “Friend Sunday” invitations at 
the church for you to give to your friends. In  
addition, I promise that if you will invite some-
one to church on that Sunday, I will invite them 
to Christ. 
 
 
  We Serve Christ Together, 
 
  Pastor Doug Stockton 

 I’m asking everyone to pray about   

 who you will invite to be here on  

 “Friend Sunday,” October 29, 2017. 

   Pastor Doug 

http://www.bumcinfo.org


  
You may remember this story or the part 

that comes next.  The prophets of Baal had been 
given priority in the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  
King Ahab had married Jezebel from Tyre.  She 
brought her religion, the worship of Baal, into 
Israel.  Ahab permitted it and even allowed the 
prophets of God to be killed under an order from 
Jezebel.  Elijah was one of the last true prophets 
of God left in Israel.  He challenged the 450 
prophets of Baal to a fire duel.  Both groups 
would put a bull on an altar to sacrifice and 
whichever of their gods would set them on fire 
would win.  (I don’t want to give away the  
ending, so go look it up.) 

What I want to concentrate on is this 
“waver between two opinions” that Elijah speaks 
about.  In the book of James, James writes that 
the man (or woman) who wants wisdom needs 
to ask God and He will give it to him, but that 
man needs to have faith and believe; otherwise, 
he will be tossed about like in a sea.  That man 
“he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he 
does.”  (James 1: 8)  As the author of Proverbs  9: 
10 writes, “The fear of the LORD is the  
beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the  
Holy One is understanding.” 

These prophets of Baal had led the  
people away from God and Elijah was going to 
have God rain down fire to show who the true 
God was.  This is important in our lives today.  If 
we don’t know who God is and what it means to 
have Him in our lives, we are doomed to an  
eternal hell.  Sorry for your luck, but that’s how it 
is.  Don’t blame me; I’m just telling you the way it 
is.  Jezebel was to blame for incorporating Baal 
worship, but so was Ahab in allowing it to go on.  
We have many religions today that claim to have 
the “way” to God, the only “way” they say.   
However, in the Gospel of John, when asked 
about the way, “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way 
and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the 
Father except through me.’” 

 Jesus also said that a man cannot serve two 
masters, for he will love the one and despise the  
other or vise a versa.  Jesus was talking about God 
and money, but it is relevant to anything we put 
above God.  What?  You say, “I would never do that!”   
Really?  Let me ask you to sit down tonight and list 
what you did over this last week.  Then list how many 
times you did each one or how long you did each 
one.  As an example: 
 TV – 8 hours 
 Prayer – 2 hours 
 Eating with family – 6 hours 
 Work – 56 hours 
 And so on.  When you’re done, number these 
items starting with one as the one you did the most, 
two comes in second, and so on.  What is it that had 
the majority of your attention?  Your job?  Your  
family?  TV or radio?  Does your prayer life and  
scripture reading even make the top ten?  See, we 
may not worship Baal, but we may make other things 
in our life more important than God.  We should not 
waver on who we serve, and in so doing, it should be 
obvious what or who we honor and serve by our ac-
tions. 
 If you get to the Book of Revelation, you will 
see there are two books we will be judged from: The 
Book of Life, which is where we have given our life to 
Jesus, and The Book of Deeds, which shows what we 
did (or did not do) with that life given to Jesus.  Those 
deeds don’t save us, but they do reveal how much 
we loved God.  Look at your list again.  Can you 
incorporate more of Jesus into those items?  They 
don’t have to be mutually exclusive.  I’m sure you can 
find a “way.”   “Whatever you do, work at it with all 
your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human  
masters, since you know that you will receive an  
inheritance from the Lord as a reward.  It is the Lord 
Christ you are serving.”  (Colossians 3: 23, 24)   
 
   God bless. 
 
   Pastor Steve 

1 Kings 18: 20, 21 - So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the 
prophets on Mount Carmel.  Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will 
you waver between two opinions?  If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is 
God, follow him.”  But the people said nothing.   (NIV)  

Behind the Guitar …. Pastor Steve Fultz 



 

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be 
trusted with much.” Luke 16:10a, NIV  

Children’s Ministry Report 
 
         “Use it or Lose It” will be the theme for BUMC Children’s Ministry for the 
month of October.  In Psalm 24:1, we read, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything 
in it.”(NIV)  In other words, whatever we have isn’t really ours. God created the  
entire world—the land and sea, planets and galaxies, animals and people. And 

when people create, those people do so because of the gift and talents that God gave them. It’s our job to 
take care of what God has loaned us for a time to use in order to bring Him glory. 
 Jesus put stewardship into action. He used the time He had on earth wisely, never wasting a  
moment, but always working towards God’s plan. He used what He had—from bread and fish, to dirt and 
spit—to perform miracles, helping people see and eat. Everything Jesus did showed us how we can take 
care of God’s stuff by using it the way that points people to God and fulfills the mission God has for our 
lives. 
 Questions we will be asking during the month of 
October are: 
 

• How can you treat everything like it 
 belongs to God? 
• How can you best use your time? 
• How can you best use your things? 

• How can you best use your money? 
• How can you live for what really 
 matters? 

Pioneer Club 
Update 

  
 First and fore-
most, thank you to 
those who stepped 
up and volunteered 
to assist with Pioneer 

Club this fall.  Unfortunately, we do not have 
enough volunteers to run a complete  
program every Wednesday night.  While this 
is a setback, we view it as an opportunity to 
review our weeknight programming options 
and find new ways of sharing Christ’s love to 
those in our church and community.  
  
 J.D. Young  and 
 Tami Little (Children’s Council Chair)  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

J.D. Young—Assistant Pastor of Family life Ministry 



Youth and Young Adults 

 

 

Sr. High:   
 
 The message series for The 314 Life during 
the month of October will be called, “Reality 
Show.”  In this series, we’ll talk about the issues 
that make our families feel like we live in a reality 
show.  As we look at one of the Bible’s most  
famously fractured families, we’ll see how God 
can use every family for His good—even ours. 
 Also, Sr. High is encouraged to attend Flip 
Side on Sunday nights, from 6:00 to 8:15 p.m.   
During this time together, we ‘pop the hood’ on 
the discussions brought up during The 314 Life.  It 
is during this time that we personally reflect on 
the lessons from the morning, while finding ways 
to live out our faith at school, home and work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jr. High:  
 
 Sunday School will continue to work their 
way through the New Testament.  Each week, 
students will take a journey through the life of Jesus 
and those he impacted, through study and discus-
sion.  This Sunday School class is a great way for your 
children to develop key friendships with other youth, 
which will carry them throughout their Jr. High and 
High School days, even beyond!!  
 Jr. High students are welcome to stick around 
after church on Sunday mornings, from 11:30 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m.  We call our get together, “Prime Time,” 
because it is the opportune way for youth to connect 
with one another, while getting to know our youth 
leadership team.   

 Reality Show 

  
 
 
The Young Adult Bible Study on the Book of Jonah began September 18th with a cookout and fellowship, 
with the actual study beginning on September 25th.  That said, young adults are more than welcome to join 
this study, which meets at J.D. and Lisa Young’s house on Monday nights from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.    



NEW LADIES BIBLE STUDY 
Beginning THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 10:00 A.M. 

Room 212 
 

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF ACTS 
 

Why is Acts so important? 
 Acts is the only biblical book that chronicles the history of the church immediately after Jesus’s ascen-
sion. As such, it provides us with a valuable account of how the church was able to grow and spread out from 
Jerusalem into the rest of the Roman Empire. In only three decades, a small group of frightened believers in 
Jerusalem transformed into an empire-wide movement of people who had committed their lives to Jesus 
Christ, ending on a high note with Paul on the verge of taking the gospel to the highest government official in 
the land—the Emperor of Rome. 
 To sign up, contact Lois Luyster 513-734-7322 or laluyster@yahoo.com or contact Tina DeBord at 
td_tina2004@yahoo.com . This is a great way to learn about the early church, support one another in  
prayer, and get to know one another with warm fellowship and The Word! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Men's Group that meets on 
Monday nights at 6:30 p.m. in the youth house 
is starting a new bible study on the book of Titus.  
It is open to all men.  Scott Fischesser and Glenn 
Beyer will be teaching it together .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Down Home Christmas 
 
Don't forget our town's "Down Home Christmas." 
The Evangelism Team is working on a part that 
will help fill your day with joy.  Additional  
information will be coming as time draws near. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 It's time for our annual Women's Retreat, and 
we would LOVE to see you there! 
 Ladies, are you loving well?  We all deal with 
people who are a joy to love and some who are a bit 
more difficult to love. Come join us for fun-filled 
weekend as we learn to "LOVE WELL." It is a weekend 
you won't want to miss.  Through video, Beth Moore 
will share with us how to love more deeply...more 
like Jesus. 
 We will once again be going to The Higher 
Ground Retreat Center in West Harrison, IN.  The  
retreat will be November 3rd, 4th, and 5th.   
 Registration forms will be available Sunday,  
September 24th, and Sunday, October 1st, in the  
lobby.  Final payment will be due October 15th.  The 
cost of the retreat covers lodging and five meals.  The 
prices are as follows: 
 4 people in a room - $107.50 per person 
 3 people in a room - $114.50 per person 
 2 people in a room - $129.50 per person 
 1 person in a room - $179.00 per person 
 For more information, please contact your 
Women's Ministry Retreat Team:  Krystal Haney, 
Betty Lange, Pat Spangler, or Kelly Dunham.  

mailto:laluyster@yahoo.com
about:blank


FREE ART 
WORKSHOPS! 

 
          SOIL SERIES: A Social  
Drawing is proud to  
present Community Studio 

Saturdays, a free art program for all ages at  
Empower Youth’s new Barn Studio. Their 
Community Studios offer a dedicated time and 
place each Saturday for creativity, thinking, and 
making through guided lessons and prompts.   
 Join them Saturdays at the Empower 
Youth Ranch, located at 2800 OH-125, Bethel, 
OH. 
 
Register At:   

soilseriesbethel.wordpress.com/art 
 

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.—A guided art workshop 
with artists Hillary Wagner and Francesca Fiore. 
All will work with diverse media and make some-
thing new every week. All ages! No experience 
required! 
 
1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. – OPEN STUDIOS: This is a 
free work time at the Barn Studio. Francesca and 
Hillary will be available to help bring your  
projects to life. All are welcome! 
 
Follow Them: 
Blog | soilseriesbethel.wordpress.com 
Facebook | Soil Series: A Social Drawing 
Instagram | soilseriesbethel 
 
 
**************************************** 

 
 

Prayer Box 
  
            Did you know we 
have a community  
prayer box? This prayer 
box is located in front  
of Bethel United   
Methodist Church near 
the sign. The prayer box 
is like a mail box but is 
for anyone who feels a 

need for prayer. Write your prayer on a paper, 
provided at the box. Drop it in the box and your 
message will be prayed for.  

     Seeking Donations 
 
 Francesca and  
Hillary, artists of Soil 
Series: A Social Drawing, 
a project made in conjunction 
with Empower Youth, are  
accepting donations of art supplies! 
 Donation suggestions are: paint, paint- 
brushes, drawing utensils, canvas, paper, craft  
supplies, fabric, yarn, various tools, clay, and 
clay-working tools—and more!  They are open to 
traditional and alternative materials of all kinds! 
Their goal is to stock their studio at the Empower 
Youth Ranch with endless possibilities for the artists 
in their Community Studios Program!  Send an email 
to:  soilseriesbethel@gmail.com if you have  
donations or simply drop them off at the  
Empower Youth Ranch.   Thanks! 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 The newly formed Safety Committee  met 
recently and already developed a logo! Thanks to 
Marsha Dotson, the group approved a bright yellow 
logo that will was displayed at the ministry fair,  
Sunday, September 17, 2017.  
 The tip for the month is to remember to lock 
your car! This is important during worship services, 
but also any time you park in the lot. No, we haven’t 
had any recent problems, but leaving your car  
unlocked, and/or leaving valuables in plain sight, is 
an invitation to be an eventual victim! Look for  
Safety Committee tips monthly in the Chimes!  
 

https://maps.google.com/?q=2800+OH-125,+Bethel,+OH&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2800+OH-125,+Bethel,+OH&entry=gmail&source=g
http://soilseriesbethel.wordpress.com/art
http://soilseriesbethel.wordpress.com/
mailto:soilseriesbethel@gmail.com


 We wanted to thank you so very much for 
your generosity in allowing us to use your 
kitchen to bake cookies.  The cookies went to 
give Bethel School Staff a “sweet” start to the 
school year.  It would not have been possible 
without your help!  Thank you from all of us! 
 
  Tiger PAWWS PTO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We wish to thank 
you, Bethel UM Church, for 
the amazing memorial  
service for Mary Ann  
Dickerson.  Thank you for 
the luncheon—so good!  
Mary Ann was “all” and 
much “more” to our family.   
Gordon, my brother, was 
truly blessed to be married 
to her and our family also. 
God Bless. 
 
 Tillie & Larry  
 Doughman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Words cannot express the gratitude to 
BUMC for the outpouring of love for the family of 
Mary Ann Dickerson.  It takes a village to plan a 
service of perfection such as hers.  You were that 
village to us in our time of sorrow.  May her 
memory live on in all of us through the gift of 
hospitality she eloquently possessed.  Thank you. 
  
  Beth Newman and Families 

         Thanks to the ladies who provided the  
wonderful dinner for us after Gary’s funeral. It is a 
wonderful ministry. A special thanks to Pastor Steve 
Fultz for the many visits to Gary and for officiating at 
the funeral. We’re grateful for Pastor Doug’s visit to 
Gary. Thanks to all who sent cards and the many 
prayers. We’re so blessed to have such a caring 
church family. 
    
  The McDaniel & Hanson Families 
 

 
 
 
 
            We had a wonderful 
lunch for my uncle Donald 
Holmes.  It’s a blessing that 
you help families when they 
are in need. 
 
             Sherry Wallingford 
             and Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 To the Bethel Floral 
Boutique for the donations 
of flowers and balloons for 
our shut-ins, hospital  
visitation and recovery, and 
babies born ministry, I say 

thank you.  I see the appreciation on the recipients’ 
faces and in the spoken words of thanks.  And I know 
that the Boutique has made another person feel a 
little better...showing them that someone cares and 
that the Church is thinking and praying for them.  
Whenever you stop in at Lisa’s shop, make sure you 
tell them you are glad they are a part of this 
community and a part of the fellowship of Jesus. 
 
  Pastor Steve 



 We all have opportunities every day to 
change the world, whether we’re adopting a 
highway to patrol for litter, or volunteering at a 
local shelter to help the homeless. It’s amazing 
what just a small effort by an individual or group 
of individuals can do to change the world, or at 
least their local neighborhood. Make a  
Difference Day was established to help encour-
age us to take one day a year to try to make a 
difference in the world. 
 
History of Make a Difference Day 
 Originally created in 1992 by USA Week-
end magazine, Make a Difference Day has seen a 
great deal of support from various organizations 
throughout the years, and most recently has 
been transferred over to USA Today as its 
primary sponsor and organizer. USA Today pro-
vides a central location for people to gather their 
information and report what they’re doing locally 
to make a difference. 
 Since its creation, Make a Difference Day 
has helped to encourage thousands of people 

across the nation to start 
making an actual difference 
in the world. Contributions 
to making the world a 
better place have ranged 
from gathering stuffed 
bears for firefighters to give 
to injured and frightened 

children, to organizing relief efforts for victims of 
natural catastrophes like Hurricane Sandy. Over-
all, Make a Difference Day has spurred people to 
make a difference in themselves, and the world. 
 
 

 

How to Celebrate Make A Difference Day 
 The ways to celebrate Make a Difference Day 
are limited only by your imagination, and your  
willingness to contribute your time and efforts to 
changing the world. You can start celebrating by 
alerting people on social media to the upcoming  
opportunity to make a difference, and then its time 
to get truly ambitious. 
 Organize a food drive for your local food 
banks to help the hungry and the needy, or  
approach businesses for donations to homeless and 
domestic violence shelters. You can even 
volunteer with your local blood bank or at a free  
clinic to help sign people in. There are hundreds of 
opportunities for those interested in changing the 
world to get involved and dozens of organizations 
you can contact to help you get involved. 
 Remember, making a difference doesn’t have 
to involve a grandiose gesture; it can be as simple as 
buying a coffee for a co-worker who’s looking down, 
or lunch for a homeless person just trying to get 
through the day. You can even donate your old 
clothes and blankets to shelters to help people get 
back on their feet and stay warm. 

 For more information, visit: 
http://www.makeadifferenceday.com/  

 

Saturday the 28th of October, 2017 will be...  

Make A Difference Day 

http://www.makeadifferenceday.com/


Ministry Fair 2017 

Together with their families 
Julie Finn & Paul Daugherty 

happily invite you to celebrate 
their wedding 

October 7, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. 
American Legion 

111 Victor Stier Drive 
Milford, OH 45150 

Dinner and merriment to follow. 
Doors open at 1:00 p.m. 
Come early and mingle! 

Please join us for dinner immediately 
following the ceremony.  Bring one of 
your favorite covered dishes, snacks, 

or beverages to share.  We’ll have 
hamburgers, hot dogs and chicken. 

R.S.V.P. 
Paul 513.888.0902 
Julie 513.580.2283 

Or 
PAULANDJULIE1016@GMAIL.COM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Community 
Choir will 
present a 
Christmas Cantata  
on the 2nd and 3rd 
of December. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There will be a ribbon 
cutting and art exhibition 
event at the Empower 
Youth Ranch, located at 
2800 OH-125, Bethel, OH, 
on Friday, October 27th.  
The event starts at 3:30 
p.m. and will go on long 
into the evening.  
 



Happy October Birthdays! 

13: Brandon Walters, Nathan Keller, Sophie  
 Robinson 
14:  Jody Moore 
15:  Joan Hauck, Kenneth Walker, Clayton Hency 
16: Pauline Harmon, Vickie Warren 
17:  Tim Broach, Jennifer Catron, Janet Bowdle,  

 Robenson Bataille 
18:  Alex DeRose, Steve Drew 
19:  Jonathan Dick 
20:  Melissa Dahlheimer, Clifford Sies 
21:  Aubrey Dotson, Scott Sutherland, Priscilla Slone 
22:  Joe Cluxton, Heather Lipscomb, Erin McKee 
23:  Zachary Singler, Kylie Hennemann, Brooklyn  

 Fletcher, Jeremy Johnson 
24: Beverly Courts, Trever Wetzel, Karen 
  Hirschauer       
25:  Virginia Smith, Tyler Dickhaus, Caleb Smith,   

 Morgan Walters, Joel Ausman, Lindsay 
  Osborne, Angela Douglas 
27:  Bobby Redden, Linda Bolar, Cody Martin 
28:  Keegan Young, Gracie Stamps, Hailey Jones, 

 Gerry Ingle 
29:  Betty McCall  
30:  Jim Richter, Cameron Church, Hannah  
   Goodman 

1: Trenton Smith, Paul Nort, Brooklyn Bryant, 
  Abram Northern 
2:  Mark Strimple, Nadine Albenze-Smith, Christy 

 Calhoun 
3: Chris Bauer, McKenzie Heaton, Matthew 
 Davidson, Carrie McCall, Ty Sheppard, Sean 
 Koeppe 
4: Samantha Gump, Kyra Warren, Tim Reeves 
5: Anne Taylor, Andrew Courts, Barry Sies,  
 Melanie Duncan, Emille Jefferies-Lipscomb, 

Danny Kilgore Jr., Nathan Schuler, Ron Alsept, 
Kathy Weaver 

6: Connie Jo Wilson, Sarah Hamilton, Madison 
Mundy, Hunter Roush 

7: Bill Davisson, Larea Grause, Linda Supe,  
 Savannah James, Kiele Rae Lykins, Sarah  
 Sutherland, Ralph Roeper 
8:  Joyce Klette 
9: Joshua Bowen, Terry Schirmer, Barbara 

Snedegar, Mark Keller,  Brenda Raleigh 
10: Dwight Bogart, Caleb Brink, Joshua Clayton, 

Morgan Catron, Dawn Lang 
11: Doug Simmons 
12: Tara Houlihan, Ron Alsip, Vicki Browning 
 

17.  Nola Camery 
18.  Gary & Gloria Canter 
19.  Grant & Becky Canter 
20.  Karen Canter 
21.  Kathy Canter 
22.  Marian Canter 
23.  Matthew, Ashley & Adaline Canter 
24.  Eugene Cash 
25.  Roy, Jennifer & Morgan Catron 
26.  Dan & Carol Chaney 
27.  Christopher, Robyn & Mariah Chesney 
28.  Scott & Carol Childers 
29.  Joe & Wilma Cluxton 
30.  Jim, Kim, Alex & Brianna Combs 
31.  Jim, Kendra, Hudson, Cayden & Beckett 
       Conrad 

1.  Chris & Lynn Brown 
2.  Georgia Brown 
3.  Rowena Brown 
4.  Gary & Vicki Browning 
5.  Jason, Jennifer and Brooklyn Bryant 
6.  Karen Bundy 
7.  Irma Bunton 
8.  John, Angela, Elizabeth & Jackson Burke 
9.  John & Kathy Burke 
10.  Grey & Corinne Burns 
11.  Alice Busick 
12.  Richard Butler 
13.  Jamie, Alison, Jayne, Elijah & Christian Butler   
14.  Jim & Vickie Butler 
15.  Glen, Christy & Harper Calhoun 
16.  John & Melinda Camery 



1: Bill & Linda Davisson 
  Christopher & Robyn Chesney 
  Joe & Marcia Davisson 
3: Paul & Lois Luyster 
  Carl & Ashley White 
  Brad & Jillian Barnett 
5: Dwight & Bonnie Bogart 
6: Roy & Jennifer Catron 
7: Rusty & Kelly Dunham 
  Bill & Nancy Krody 
  Phil & Lisa Heflin 
  Scott & Sonya Fischesser 
10: Roy & Connie Bolar 
 John & Phylis Steger 
 Joshua & Jennifer Meeks 
 David & Robbin Leonard 
11: Jason & Jennifer Bryant 
12: Andy & Becky Hency 
 William & Bonnie Meeks 
16: Kenneth & Glorine Walker 
 Jeff & Susan Foster 
18: Greg & Brenda Raleigh 
19: John & Teresa Howey 
20: Tom & Joan Taylor 
21: Bill & Leanne Moorman 
 Eric & Bethany Lykins 
24: Mark & Melissa Stricker 
27:    Geoffery & Emily Little 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
October 5, 2017  

 
 

 If you’re like me, I had no idea October is 
National Sarcastic Awareness Month.  The way it is 
observed is to be sarcastic and encourage others to 
join in.   One website proclaims it’s, “30 days to get 
those biting riffs into the necks of your victims!” 
 But unless you’re a professional stand-up 
comic, sarcasm is predictably going to cause  
problems in your relationships.  That’s because it is 
a classic form of passive-aggressive communication.  
You say one thing, but mean another.  And when 
the target of the put-down speaks up to say s/he 
was offended or hurt, you claim to have been “just 
kidding.”  To add insult to injury, you typically follow 
up with a statement like, “Why are you so  
sensitive?”  It leaves the target questioning which 
statement s/he can trust.  Indeed, it leaves the  
target feeling emotionally unsafe around you. 
 Sarcasm is a form of contempt and it shows 
scorn, disrespect, and disdain.  John Gottman Ph.D., 
the guru of marital relationship research, identified 
contempt as one of what he coined, The Four  
Horsemen of the Apocalypse,” in that it is one of 
four destructive behaviors always present in  
relationships that fail.  Think about it--the root word 
of sarcasm means “to tear flesh.”  No wonder it  
destroys. 
 When we are sarcastic toward others, it  
reveals our sin nature.  Job 15:5 says, “Your sin 
prompts your mouth; you adopt the tongue of the 
crafty.”  God’s design for relationships calls for us to 
“encourage one another and build each other up”  
(I Thess. 5:11), not put each other down. 
 If you feel compelled to celebrate Sarcasm 
Month, make yourself the target of the jibe, never 
someone else. 
 
   Linda Stockton LPCC 
 

Relationships by 

God’s Design 




